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MOTOR SFORTS ASSOCIATION

FORUM AND AGAINST

Weaknesses that a similar
debate could be held on the usc of
Information Technology by clubs.
Amaong the strengrhs is, of course,
the ability to communicate quickly
and cheaply — costs plummet if
magazines become e-zines.
Increasingly, regularions and entry
forms are going on line too,
although not all organiscrs are
enthusiastic — one experienced hand
is still happier with printed regs
because he knows whats in them
and that the content has not been
corrupted; he prints entry forms on
tinted paper to track them,
assuming whire ones have been
downloaded.

IT should mean that all clubs
have the strength of websites -
ideally up-to-date ones —and it
should also make it much casicr to
communicate with the media but
that doesn’t happen enough. Sadly.
We may not like it, but outside F1
we're a minority sport and we'll
remain so unless we get better at
communicating with the wider
wiorld.

One arca where IT scores is with
cBay, or ‘cBay gum’ as it's known
in Cod Filler circles. Tve only done
a dozen deals, ranging from buying
a small antique to selling a big one
{a Dellow), but they all went

meone pointed out after my
picce about Strengrhs and

smoothly not least because I got
someone with over 1000
transactions to his name to do
them. His advice if sclling? Use
English not *rext’ speak, don't
exaggerate what you are selling,
and usc good pictures. If scarching
for something, use as many
variations of the possible
description as you can.

So, the wonderful, magical
Strengths of IT. And the
Weaknesses? Well, above all I think,
the risk of over-communication.
Keep shovelling stuff our and you
may get a ‘not again’ reaction,
while if you bombard journalists
with news releases that aren't
actually news (eg someone is
‘hoping’ to do well on an event.
Yawn.) you'll just wear out their
delete keys.

Another problem clubs may face
is balancing the intcrests of thosc
with PCs and those without.
Maybe before long the 80% ina
club taking everything on line, may
ask why they should be subsidising
paper and postage for those still
using oil lamps.

E-zines can be hard going if
they're just printed mags put on
line — a simpler design may be
called for — but clearly we are going
to see fower printed publications.
Maybe clubs will just print Year
Books like the ones they did in

olden days.

But the biggest weakness with
the IT revolution still lies with chat
rooms or forums or whatever
they're called. Swapping
information about widgets is
great... until someone posts “but
don’t buy your widgets from
Anytown Motors because they’re a
bunch of crooks.” If anyone at
Anytown notices, the originator
may be sucd for defamation, as
may the club itself if it can be seen
to be negligent in monitoring
things. If a member repeatedly
attacks a club on-line then look at
the small print of the clubk
constitution — and usc it to chuck
them out.

As I've mentioned before,
boasting on-line about doing
handbrake turns in the middle of a
town coming back from an event
isn't clever but crass — anti-
motorsport campaigners may
simply add it to their file of
ammunition, while if the Law see
it, well, it might be simpler to
report to the local police station
and ask for a cell with an en-suite
bucket.

Last word on IT should perhaps
gotoa CEO Isaw end a recent
staff conference by saying
“Remember, garbage is still garbage
even if you put dot com afrer it.”

Stuart Turner

CROSS-COUNTRY

The biggest growth in 404 vehicles
in recent years has been in the so-
called *soft roader” SUV sector of the
market.

Soft Roader drivers who want to
compete in 4x4 trials, often find that
the traditional 44 club’s don't cater
for their vehicles. Most trials events
use more demanding terrain than
these vehicles with limired ground
clearance can cope with. However,
recent changes in regulations for
production car wrials, run by mostly
‘carclubs’ mean that 4x4 soft
roaders are now being welcomed to
cvents alongside the ‘production”
2WD cars, both running on the
same terrain. 434 clubs should see
this as an opportunity to join with
‘carclubs’ and co-promote events
for the soft roader owning members
within both types of club.

Baja GB — The first ever FIA
cross-country event in Britain.
Diefending FIA Baja champion Marc
Blasquez has confirmed his intention
to enter as has his team mare from
the Nissan Spain team, along with
entries from Spain, Poland, Russia,
the UAE, Qarar, Morway, Hungary,
Belgium and France. Interest has
risen with speculation that the new
McRae Enduro cross country
wehicle, might make an appearance,
£100,000 is being invested to
improve tracks in the forest areas in
Mid-Wales which will form part of
the route and spectator points. The
event stans with a super special
stage at the Royal Welsh
Showground at Builth Wells on
Friday 16th August, before heading
into the forests and to Sweer Lamb
on Saturday and Sunday. More
details visit weene: Baja Wales.com

MUSCLE CAR
CONFIDENTIAL

ISBM 978 0 7603 2831 & Joe
Oldham, Motorbooks, £2 5
With prices tor genuine muscle
going stratospheric, few are
willing to give their cars a
workout any more. Now you can
get a vicarious thrill from reading
what it feels like to burnout a
Boss, courtesy of ‘60s US Car
mag snapper and road-tester
Oldham. He keeps his life story
brief, concentrating instead on
illegal strect racing plus memorics
of testing the likes of the ally-
fronted Catalina, Trans Am
prototype, Judge GTO and
Camaro Z28. You'll find stories
of test cars arriving on slicks,
‘puking transmission fluid’ along
the strip and being banned from
AMC press events by chairman
Gerald C Meyers. The text is

light-hearted, the layouts lavish
yer logical and the picrures good.
Oh and it’s only £25.
Recommended to any muscle fan.

MY DAD HAD ONE OF
THOSE

ISBN 978 0 563 539193
Giles Chapman and Richard
Porter, BEC Books, £9.99
Surfing on the wave of car-spotting
nostalgia courtesy of Life on Mars
and the risc of *70s cool
fwhodathunkit?), comes this pithy,
pocket-sized and cut-price slice of
humour from former C+S5C editor
Giles Chapman and Swiff Peirol
guru Richard Porter. Supported by
a series of press shots, it's a run
through all those cars that dads
owned from the late 1950s
through to the "80s split into
categories such as Techno Dad
(that would be the Citroén and

Rof0 fetishists), and with the
Cortina getring a whole section to
itsclf. Quite apart from the often
hilarious fashions, it's the details
and the words that make this
book.

COBRA BOOK REPRINTED
ISBEN 978 0 9625093 08;
£49,95; and available from
Motor Books, call 020
7836 5376,

Copies of The Cobra-Ferrari
Wars 1963-1965, Michacl
Shoen’s outstanding history of
Carroll Shelby’s World
Championship challenge, have
been making $700 secondhand
but now a second edition has
been published. Scanned from the
original and sclf-published by
Shoen, it has revised text and a
softer view on Enzo.

MONACO GRAND PRIX
ISBM 978 | 84425 4019
Michael Hewett, Haynes, £40
Hewett has a long association
with Europe’s glamorous strect
race, stretching back to 1962
when he watched the first-lap

mayhem from the front row of
the Gasworks Grandstand. The
following year Eoin Young, then
at McLaren, gave him a track
pass and he's been covering it
cver since. Combined with the
ACM’s own archives to fill the
pre-"62 gaps and most famous
moments, this vivid 350-page
book really captures the race’s
character.

Clean layout and excellent repro
do full justice to the wealth of
pictures. Excellent.

Duie

COD FILLET QUIZ

1. I wiich year did Louise Altken-
Waker become Ladies Wivld Rally
Champion?

2. How many tmes has Derek Bell won
the Le Mans Z4hr race?

3. Which Britsh town s the Dase for the
Ford Worid Rally Team?

4. Who won the MSA Britlsh Hill Cimb
Championship in 20067

ANSWERS ON PAGE I
Wheels 807 |







