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MSA

news

Licence renewal

Club night talks

Maotor club webmasters may
wish to put a link on their
websifes to make it easy for
members to renew their M5A
compefition licence. A suggested
form of words is:

Competitors - renewed your
licence? Download the
application form from
e msauk.org

Automatic updates

Further funding

Awards for
young talent

With winter approaching, club
night talks, advertised widely, can
be a good way to attract new
members. Few clubs have access to
A list" miotor sport celebrities, so
the subject of the talk has to be the
arraction. Try to describe it
succinetly but in a way that will
amract a broad audience. “How to
g0 motor racing for under £5007
is probably better than: *My first

Here's another one for motor
club webmasters. If you have the
appropriate weblink, visitors to
your club website can opt for free
automaric email updares when a
selected page changes (eg Whar's
On or News). It's an excellant
way to keep members and non-
members informed about what is
happening in the club. It’s called
aweb pape change detection
service and two examples can be
found at:

e changedetection.com/
bttp:fchangealarm.business
matter.com!

S50 45 4 NOVice competitor by
A Unknown.”

The pack sent to all clubs for
Mational Motorsport Week
contained useful mator sport
images and guidelines for speeches
—ishort) extracts can be used to
set the scene and promote your
club's message to the audience
ahead of a guest speaker. And
don't forget that information
display boards can be borrowed
from Volunteers in Motorsport
(rerevolunteersimmotorsport.cos
k) to add interest to a venue.

Volunteers in Motorsport {ViM)
was set up to address the issues
of recruitment, retention, training
and development among, the
maotor sport volunteer
community {marshals).

Funding has been extended
{bevond the original 12 months)
to the end of March 2007, This
will allow many of the inifiatives
developed in the first phase to be
put into action.

For example, a number of
orange overalls have been
supplied to clubs to be lent to
trainee marshals — so that they
don’t look out of place.

More information at
wierevolunteersinmotorsport.co,
uk

The MSA is inviting submissions
for the fifth Renault M5A Young
Motor Sport Journalist and
Photographer of the Year awards.
The winners not only receive
recoghition bur also cheques for
£1,000,

Candidates must have been aged
25 or under on the 1 January
2004 and be able to demonstrate
published work involving UK
motor sport. They can come from
local, regional, specialist or
electronic media and are required
to subrmit 2 minimum of three
published articles or photographs
from the UK media this yeax
Entries must be submitted by
1 December 2006.

Application forms are available
by email from:
msapressoffice@fingal. ook

MARSHALS Y,

N
h

POST

by the BMMC

More new fuels are coming into
motorsport and may provide
different challenges for marshals.
Petrol was replaced for a time
by methanol, which is still used
in some top flight hill climb
cars, and we have recently seen
cars fuelled by LPG {Liquid
Petroleum Gas) diesel, bio-
diesel and bioethanol.

Each produces a different
type of hazard, bur, in general,
none is as dangerous as petrol.

Methanol originally became
popular in the UK because it
could be supercharged into an
engine without risk of pre-
ignition.

In Britain, we see Methanol
as dangerous because it burns
with a clear flame, but the
Americans introduced it into
Indycar racing because thev
reckoned it was safer than
petrol as its Flash Point — the
temperature at which it can be
ignited - and its Auto Ignition
Point — the temperature at
which it will spontaneously
ignite — are far higher than
petrol.

And, although methanol will
dissolve the foam from a
standard foam extinguisher,
unlike petrol it mixes with
water, so plenty of water will
easily put a methanol fire out.

Since bioethanal is just
another alcohol, it behaves
similar to methanol — and
actually has higher Flash and
Auto [gnition points.

Diesel and biodiesel have
higher Flash Points, but lower
Auto Ignition Points than
methanol and bioethanol, so,
again, present a far lower fire
risk.

LPG is a different matter. To
begin with, it's a liquified gas —
a mixture of propane and
butane which has a lower Flash
Point, but a higher Auto
Ignition Point than petrol.

But, an LPG tank is many
times stronger than a
conventional liquid fuel tank,
will retain its structural
integrity if it comes free from
its mountings in a crash and
has shut off valves which
protect against a ruptured fuel
or filler pipe.

Unlike conventional fuel
tanks, an LPG tank has a
safety valve designed to release
gas well below the pressure at
which a tank would explode.
The venting gas will probably
produce a jet of tlame, bur in
one, clearly visible, direction.
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