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MOTOR SFPORTS ASSOCIATION

CRUISE NEWS

ome club functions loolk like
SCreci:ln 2000 Sales

Opportunity Programmes,
suggesting that we're not doing
too well at getting youngsters
invalved; continue as we are and
100th birthday congratulations
will be mailed out with
competition licences to save
postage at the Palace. Many other
activities report similar problems
but at least in our case we know
where potential customers are
going — on cruises. Mot the ones
where you bloat on boats with
your elbows bruised through
jostling to sit at the captain’s
table, but the sort involving cars.

(If tradirionalists wish to throw
vegetables at me at this point for
ance again raising this topic,
don't bother making thermn
arganic — [ can’t tell the
difference).

But...should we in fact react
with horror? Motorsport means
having fun with cars and thats
just what the cruise people are
doing. And I'm not sure we're
that far apart anyway. Years ago
I navigated for someone who
won many rallies with cars which
were always immaculate. The
first thing he did with a new car

was ram a rod up the silencer to
make the sound froitier. Was that
‘our’ motorsport or cruising? A
fine differsnce. Mind you, those
were the days when Noise
Observers used ear trumpets and
were instructed to “stawdeth not
mare than balf a league bence.

The cruise scene seems as
strong today as it was when 1 last
wrote about it three years ago. At
a wild guess there are 40 to 50
static events a vear for croisers at
which you may get up to &0
‘competitors” and around 5000
spectators (yes, that’s three
noughts). The organised croisers
themselves don’t cause problems
but events may be shut down by
the police because clowns
gatecrash, bring dangerous
driving with them and drag down
the name of cruises.

Three other types of non-
traditional event continue to gain
ground. First there’s Ruw What
Y Brung for which cars are road
legal and run a imed drag run.
Then there’s drifting carried out
on tarmac, usually a race circuit,
in which drivers chuck: a car
around a fixed course at high
speed and are then judged on
speed, angle of attack, execution

and style (much like the M25
really).

The third sort of event is Time
Attack —a circuit based event
where drivers vie to set the
quickest lap. Very similar to our
sprints [ guess; cars are road legal
but with highly modified engines.

The Cruisesport organisation,
run by the BRSCC, is funded and
overseen by Motorsport
Development UK; funding was
initially put in place because of
concerns about the anti-social
problems of cruise activities.
Mow there’s an M5A Cruisesport
Working Group with
representation on the Speed
Events Committee.

50 bridges are being built.

It's going to need a careful
balancing act because over-
regulation may simply drive the
cruise brigade away. We must
hope that that doesn’t happen
because if theres turmoil in town
centres, the media are likely to
describe it as motorsport so we
get some of the blame, however
innocent. Better we word: with
the cruisers to stop the problems
happening in the first place.
Steart Turner

CROSS-COUNTRY

BORC ’07

The 2007 M54 Matador British O
Read Championship season got off to
a fine start, with an entry of arcund
53 drivers, including clubman ara
new venue for the championship,
Baden Hall in Staffordshire, Past
BORC champions Keith Lewis and
Richard Kershaw continued the battle
they started last year with less than a
minute between them after 11 runs.
But Richard and Keith where pushed
into 2nd and 3rd place respectively by
another ‘northern’ drver Gordon
Monaghan, a past mult
championship winner remming to the
BORC driving his “Monaghan RS
special to a win by 34 seconds. With
4thand Sth place drivers just a few
seconds behind the top 3 the 2007
Matador BORC looks setto be as
close as past years. Round 2 takes

lace cn the 2nd - 3rd June. Far

rther details, eusemmanshesdnd cone
or texeve Brtish OfR oad
Chanspionship, co.lk

Baja GB:

With the first ever round of the FLA
International Cup for Cross Country
Bajas in Britain taking place in a few
menths on the 17 — 19 Angust details
are now cut. Rally HO) will be an the
Roopal Welsh Agricultural

Sm'gm nd J:ﬁ.mldw Wells, with
Fricay’s official start in Llandrinded
Wells, fallowed by a super special
stage in Radnor Forest. & central
service area, stage and specially
prepared spectator vantage points will
all be centred on the Sweet Lamb
complex, in total Baja GB will have
450kms of competitive stages over
the 3 days. For hurther information

check the events web site.

remene Bafa Winles.com

LEQ VILLA'S BELUEEBIRD
ALBUM

ISBM 278 0 85184 071 0
David de Lara with
assistance from Kevin
Desmond, Trarnsport
Bookman Publications,
£39.99

Even without the 30 images (the
glasses are tucked inside the front
cover), this would be an essential
acquisition for all fans of the
Campbell clan, the Land Speed
Record ar even just photography.
These breathtaking images
enigmatically record the lives and
deaths of Malcolm and Donald. 5o
personal and on-the-spot is it that
there is an almest guiﬁ'_-' pleasure as
if you are surrepriciously delving a
shoehao full of memaries hidden at
the back of a wardrohe, but then
that is |a||sn|'.'.'|11l.r this hnl.lnk is 50
compellingly unique. The youn
tngilﬁccr ‘E“a waqs pﬂacht?:l by ®
Malcolm in the "20s and stayed in

“Bluchird” employ for nearly 50
years, intimately invobved with every
car and boat, every adventure and
every record amempt, mriumphant
and tragic.

There have been far more
painstakingly detailed accounts of
the Bluebird story, but none so

ersonal: these pictures tell the story
Etttcr than any number of words
ever could. Simply beantiful.

POCKET GP GUIDE

ISEN | 884046 7967, £9.9%
to order, log on to
www.iconbooks.co.uk
Following the fashion set by Schott's
handy Almanac, this compact
compendium is packed with racing
facts and stories. Published by Icon
Books, The Grend Prix Companion
hardback is compiled by respected
F1 pundit Alan Henry. It covers the
gamut from Ascan to wind tunnels.
It's not all anorak facts and touches
an the human side such as James
Hunt's nocturnal exploits.

AUTOCOURSE OFFICIAL
HISTORY OF THE
INDIANAPOLIS 500

ISBM | 905334 20 & Donald
Davidson and Rick Shaffer;
Crash Media Group, £40
(available from Motorbooks:
010 7836 F3Tq)

There's no shortage of books on
Indianapolis but few are better value
than this new 368-page whopper
It’s a tough brief to cover all ﬁ
races from 1911 to 2005 but bath
American specialists have been
witnessing the nation’s most famous
motor race since "64. Their passicn
and knowledge come across in this
enjovable read.

This is very much a story of the
race, so don't expect much insight
into Indy car design, but it’s ideal as
an introduction to the 500,

CROSSING THE SANDS
THE SAHARA DESERT
TRACK TO TIMEUKTU ISBEN
| 85443 211 2 Ariane
Audouin-Dubrauil, Dalten
Watson, £35

If your dad had been one of the

caganisers of the most challenging
automotive expeditions of all ame,
you'd want to tell the world about

it. Assistant mayor of Boulogne-
Billancourt Audouin-Dubreuil
fulfilled her lifelong ambition when
she committed her father Lovis®
exploits to paper, this being her
thi?'d bk Enpf:itmién‘s tp‘i{'
journeys. Their battles against the
terrain are vividly recounted
through Louis™ diary, superbly
translated into English by Ingrid
MacGillis and illustraced wit
wonderful archive photos. Gripping
stuff.

Wheels 6/07 |



