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MOTOR SPORTS ASSOCIATION

[F1] O

SECOND CHANCE

he first National
Motorsport Weel: last year

went berter than expected
with coverage in over fifty
newspapers and on a similar
number of websites. Some clubs
claimed, quite fairly, thar it was
all a kit last-minute but that’s no
excuse this year because the dates
have long been announced as
Angnst 11 to 19, That's more
than a week! Correct — pick any
prize off the top shelf — but thats
deliberate to embrace two
weekends. Anyway, who's
counting?

But why bother with a Week at
all? A club or individuals may well
ask what difference they can
make. Well consider the
snowflake. Alone, it’s got little
strength but put enough of them
together and they can block a
matorway. And with that clovingly
twee analogy out of the way, |
reckon there are two key reasons
for supporting a Week.

The first is to attract more
people into the sport, especially
young people. The average age of
marshals who responded to a
recent ViM survey was 53.3,
higher than a couple of years ago.
['ve been to ten club dinners so far
this year and the main problem
many clubs seem to face is not an

inability to find better spealcers,
not a shortage of venues, not
rising costs... but simply that their
average age is climbing ar an
alarming rate.

50 clubs should use the Weel:
as a peg on which to hang press
releases and approaches to new
faces. And they should feature
the special logo in any activity to
add an overall air of importance,

The second reason for action
based around the Week is to
build bridges. Older readers may
remember the havoc cansed to
our sport when we had fuel
rationing — I wouldn’t bet against
that happening again sometime in
today’s crazy world, Add in the
mounting greenery and, well, the
more friends we've got the more
chance we’ll have of continuing
with our great sport. 5o press
releases and activities around the
Week should highlight the
strength of our motorsport
industry and the jobs it provides,
as well as its importance in
building international prestige. If
there are MIA members in the
area, work with them to get that
message across. And to counter
the critics, stress that power
needs efficiency and the lessons
learnt carry across to the cars we
by

Gt those messages across too if
giving talks to local groups — still
an area where we dismally miss
oppormmnities. The draft speech
sent to clubs last year is still
relevant and T know it works
because T've given it to a non-
motoring group. [t was a bit
hurtful to be told afterwards that
my talk was “nearly as enjovable
a5 the one we had last month on
synchronised basket weaving™ but
youcant win them all.

Precisely what can be done by a
club or team will depend on where
they are and what’s already on
their calendar — but consider such
things as displays in town centres,
reduced membership fees if people
sign up during the Week,
invitations to local VIPs to events,
help for local charities, open days
at team premises. And so on. And
so on. Everyone should be able to
do something, even if it's only
adding the logo to an existing
event. [deas should get thrown up
on s naionalmotorsportiveek,
contiks which will be live by the
time this Wheels appears.

It there can be a Maticnal
Surgical Appliance Weelk I'm sure
we can gird up our loins and run a
successful motorsport one., Lets go
for ir.

Stuwart Turwmer

KARTING

Fuel Testing

The MSA recently advised that
fuel testing at events will be more
actively carried cut in the future,

All major kart championships
and the majority of lesser series
already use fuel testing as a
standard routine activity. This is
principally becanse they operate
on control fuels to help level the
playing field and “control” costs
rather than the inevitable free for
all with spiralling budggts.
Typically this means that
prenominated and random
samples are taken during each
event for either trackside testing
or at an approved laboratory. In
the case of rrackside rests 2 sample
is requested from the nominated
competitors and subjected to gas
chromatography tests or
acceptable altemative methods
often referred to a fingerprint test.
This sample test result is
compared to the reference contral
fuel previously sampled and if this
shows contamination by anything
aother than kart engine lubricating
oil the fuel will be deemed illegal
and reported to the Clerk of the
Course for action.

Should there be grounds for
doubt further samples can be
requested to be taken from the
kart tank and these will be sent
away for laboratory tests; the kart
having been held in parc ferme
whilst the tests are conducred.

It is worth noting that any
contamination will affect the
fingerprint and all fuel lines and
the tank should be cleaned
through before using control
fuels.

REVIEWS FROM

BRM -

A MECHANIC'S TALE
ISBN 1 845840 82 8
Richard Salmon, Veloce
Publishing, £39.99

P mechanic Salmon provides a
fresh insight into life at BRM in
this autobicgraphy, written with
Anthony Carter: From childhood
in rural Lincolnshire to BRM's
glory year in 1962 — when
Graham Hill and the team won
F1%s driver’s and constructor's
championships — Salmaon covers it
all. Peter Berthon's *55 road
accident with secretary aboard, PR
Rivers-Fletcher’s lack of technical
nows, the perils of ransporting
racers, the jubilation of o Bonnier
scoring BRM first F1 win at
Zandvoort, and the frustrating
development of the rearengined
P48 are all covered. Even well-
reported incidents — such as Jack

Brabham’s Monza pitlane prank
with arm in sling — seem fresh
when told by Salmon, There's also
a wealth of superb photos, First-
hand histories of motor sport in
the "50s are rare, and this story is
a joy. Highly recommended.

VELOCITY - SUPERCAR
REVOLUTION

ISBN 978 O 7603 2596 4
Jehn Lamm, Motorbooks,
£35

If you've any petrol in your veins
you're going to be addicted to this
book: 352 pages dedicated to all
the cars that have defined (and
redefined) the term ‘supercar” since
it was coined 40 years ago. Lamm
photographed and drove many of
them at launch, so he's well placed
to convey exactly what makes a
Lamborghini Miura or the latest
Ferrari 599CTR so spectacular for

its time. Thirty-four supercars are
covered, with a section dedicated
to the likes of the Ferrari F40,
Jaguar XJ220 and even Americak
ill-fated Vactor M12. The modern
era is well represented, too, with
McLarens F1, Fords GT and
Bugatti’s 253mph Veyron. The
photos are superb — if a little
compromised by paper quality and
the text is engaging, thanks to
quotes from aces such as Phil Hill,
plus numerous amusing anscdotes
from Jay Leno,

JAGUAR - MARKETING
THE MARQUE

ISBN 978 | 84425 331 9,
Migel Thorley, Haynes, £15

There’s no shortage of books on
Jaguar’s illustrious past, but
marque guru Migel Thorley
provides a fresh take on the
compary’s history by delving into
the marketing material used to
promote the brand over the
years. From the first art deco-
styled sales brochures of the 55
era, to the Grace, Space and Pace
strap-line of the 1950s and the

@

introduction of lifestyle messages
in the swinging "&0s, Jaguar
founder William Lyons® belief in
the value of marketing is
abundantly clear. As are the
turbulent times under BL
cwnership in the "70s. The 191
pages inchade insight into the
messages Jaguar aimed to convey
with the various brochures and
advertisements and the graphic
design approaches.

Dire

COD FILLET QUIZ

1. Fram which British county does FI
rockie Lewis Hamilkan hail?

2. Which driver has won the most
1000 Lakes/Rally Finland events’
And how many?

3. Name British Touring Car champion
Mat Nea's main spomsor

4, This year there is a classic rally
celebrating the certenary of a
famous long-distance event.
Which ane?

ANSWERS ON PAGE ii

Wheels 5007 |






